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Gujarati Writers Guild UK Achievement Awards

Guild President, Yacoob Mank (left), presenting a lifetime achievement award to
Muhammad Patel (ex MLA of Gujarat Assembly and prominent social worker)

Guild Joint Secretary, Siraj Patel (left), presenting a lifetime
achievement award to Lord Adam Patel of Blackburn
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Gujarati Writers Guild UK

A brief introduction

The Gujarati Writers Guild UK was formed in 1973. Its core purpose
was to bring Gujarati writers and poets together, mainly through
Ghazal writing and holding Mushairas in order to keep the Gujarati
language, poetry and culture alive here in the UK.

We are pleased to say that we have succeeded in fulfilling this purpose
to a large extent by:

providing inspiration and guidance to a number of budding poets;
holding as many as 65 Mushairas so far in various fowns and
cities across the country;

organising literary seminars and poetry workshops;

undertaking publication of poets works from time fo time;
publishing and distributing free of charge booklets as memoirs of
Mushaira events; and

inspiring a number of poets in different parts of the country to
write Ghazals and form similar groups in their own areas to
promote the Gujarati language and literature.

The activities we have carried out and the progress we have made
would not have been possible without the valuable assistance and
encouragement from our friends and supporters and financial backing
from various arts and other organisations including the local Councils.

We are grateful to them all and hope that they will continue to support
us so that we can carry on sharing our ideas, imagination, dreams and
vision with our Gujarati speaking community and keep the language and
the culture alive for as long as possible.

Yacoob Mahek’
President




Ghazal

The most popular form of poetry both in Urdu and in Gujarati these
days is known as Ghazal, which is similar to lyric in English poetry and
means “talking to the tender sex". It is usually short with the same
rhyme and rhythm throughout. It is composed of a few couplets
beginning with a Mat/a meaning the 'rise’ in which both lines have the
same rhyme and ends with a Magta meaning the ‘end' in which the poet
generally indicates his adopted pseudonym.

In a Ghazal every couplet is a complete unit in itself, rounding up an
idea or a picture within the constraints of its two lines and its own
rhyme and rhythm. This is one of the peculiarities of Ghazal, requiring
great skill and discipline to say in one line or couplet what in other
literatures would have to be said in a complete poem.

The most common themes are love, ‘Tasawwuf’ (mysticism), ‘Gham-e-
Jana' (poet's personal sorrow) and ‘Gham-e-Doran’ (the sorrow of the
world). In Ghazal, the Sufis (mystics) found a very convenient medium
for expressing their love of God, their beloved.

The subject matter of modern Ghazal ranges from the helplessness
and hopelessness of modern man to the lovey-dovey talk of the love
sick. Ghazal appeals equally to the literary critic and lay reader, which
is one of the reasons for its past and present popularity.

Gujarati Ghazal was first introduced in the UK in the sixties by the
poets of the Gujarati Writers Guild UK. Mahek Tankarvi and Kadam
Tankarvi, the two most prominent of those poets and also the founder
members of the Guild, played an important role in popularising Ghazal
by regularly holding Mushairas - first in Lancashire and then in other
towns and cities of the UK. The arrival from India of the renowned
Ghazal writer Adam Tankarvi in 1991, the frequent visits by the famous
poet Adil Mansuri from the USA and other well known Ghazal writers
from Gujarat gave an impetus to this literary activity, which is now
flourishing.




Mushaira

Mushaira is the gathering of poets for the reading or recitation of
their compositions. It has played an important role in the development
of both Urdu and Gujarati Ghazal. In the past these events provided
opportunities for masters and pupils to meet, recite their Ghazals and
criticise. It is a pity that the age of masters and pupils is gone and this
is not happening anymore.

Held on various occasions, Mushairas are very popular even today and
are most enjoyed by the participating audiences. They can be both
educational and entertaining. In addition, they enable the poet to share
his experiences, dreams, ideas and interpretation of life with an
appreciative audience.

In a Mushaira, some poets prefer to read their Ghazal in a plain way,
while others prefer to recite it in a sing song manner (Tarannum).
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Mushairas (Poetry Readings / Recitals) organised by,
or in collaboration with, the Gujarati Writers Guild UK
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1 | 08/08/70 | Preston St Paul’s Hall Hel AdlY 8 H dl 24 1B vt Hel ©
2 15/08/71 | Batley Old Peoples Home [Bieord 516 ol siel dl § sel Biesid) g

3 26/12/72 | Blackburn | Theatre Hall YLE AU O U HID Al UBAHL

4 | 25/12/73 | Batley 0ld Peoples Home § A YW ¢ He sl g Al 9l uad qwl
5 | 03/08/74 | Blackburn | Theatre Hall Md © 391 gl Wxl ol otaudly

6 | 26/01/75 | Bolton College Hall 9l MelR 2U6Ue 4 Boss AN SUR AL?
7 | 17/08/75 | Blackburn | St Georges Hall A dUA, dH vHA L A1 dl 1oL d
8 | 20/12/75 | Leicester | Sangam Theatre Hall Qe+l ald 54l L dl @Y RUd

9 | 25/12/75 | Batley Community Hall Ucllan sul el s2ell 3 iz gl &
10 | 14/02/76 | Blackburn | Windsor Hall Al YAS HOURS Sl ¥ L olald © A
11 | 26/12/77 | Batley Community Hall AHAL % L ML dn AMeedlA 9 52902
12 | 25/12/81 | Blackburn | Theatre Hall Hiddl A ¥ ofloat s 2l ou ©

13 | 26/12/82 | Preston College Hall ad-2ll g2 weL (e dl 233 el dd-Hl 9
14 | 25/12/83 | Blackburn | Community Hall 2o qHAg Al 3 34 g Ad ©

15 | 26/12/84 | Bolton School Hall & Rl Al 3 Fi Yaun vaadl

16 | 18/10/85 | Batley Community Centre Ba glRa W3 did a1 odl

17 | 19/10/85 | Batley Community Centre A~ wiowll €9 212 daalr Hidj ¢

18 | 15/11/86 | Bolton School Hall Biscledl © %3 sl Ul

19 | 19/09/87 | Batley Community Hall a1y gl WA GaldlA, el

20 | 31/07/88 | Bolton School Hall gelin vllaarll 2ARs1R © 218l

21 | 25/12/88 | Blackburn | Museum Hall 2L ¢ oflog, o s3] @adld An

22 | 11/06/89 | Bolton Community Centre YR 2l 9l 54 sy, 1l

23 | 09/07/89 | Preston Community Centre UMY L8l 2t alofl sl s puedl ¢
24 | 09/09/89 | Preston Museum Hall :{:ﬂi}l%é%jl?%g?;’:t Oz;}l@ébu’

25 | 03/11/89 | Preston Guild Hall AR1RAL L2l AL HaL gofl oL @

26 | 18/11/89 | Blackburn | Community Centre 2 Wi 2l A B2 4R old §

27 | 26/12/89 | London Community Centre AHIRL A 24 1L Bred(l vio 218l &

28 | 10/03/90 | Bolton Community Centre il @a! @adsl weg suiell dlag)?

29 | 07/07/90 | Blackburn | Community Centre Baedl >l die opendl A€l ast
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30 | 28/07/90 | Batley Girls School Hall BoUY £2sl A A 53 AR+l aldl

31 | 29/12/90 | London Community Centre Hofl ol vl 2L lad ¢e AL
32 | 24/08/91 | Bolton Muslim Girls School Hall | ¢d @l 2& & aidl Yl aat 24l

33 | 25/01/92 | Preston Catherine Beckett Hall HeluH d 9di ey sieel Fend ©
34 | 25/07/92 | London Community Centre Al 2 A 2l Bian 2l 213

35 | 09/08/92 | Preston Guild Hall Sl AL A3 A Vi AU el 52

36 | 03/10/92 | Batley Community Centre 2181 o{ls Al A Y, 2R B

37 | 26/12/92 | Bolton Community Centre & ASAHL et o-udl g ¢

38 | 14/08/93 | Bolton Muslim Girls School Hall | [seaus{l 3¢ & gRat-l siRioui

39 | 08/10/93 | Blackburn | Library Hall 3 {10l U SRR ARMAL 88
40 | 07/11/93 | Bolton Cricket Hall ataHil dld Vel ald dl 3 ‘s

41 | 29/12/93 | Blackburn | Library Hall el wla gotldl & AHeR AHA

42 | 14/10/94 | Blackburn | Library Hall &d 2L gadldl 2100 $4 A dl A1

43 | 21/10/94 | Batley Town Hall WRsL A% wstdldl RdRL ¢ el

44 | 01/01/95 | Bradford | Community Centre UBd a1 (3R dzél)

45 | 07/07/95 | Bolton Quebec Hall SR AAAAIL 2L % IR 83 69 &
46 | 21/07/95 | Blackburn | Museum Hall A% usdl logofled] si2L dLeiiuL 532

47 | 18/08/95 | Preston Gandhi Hall 2l o 2H12 U ol wUsd Wil ©

48 | 06/07/96 | Bolton Quebec Hall AN D 3101, UL, S, AHA A~ 12 8]
49 | 05/10/96 | Blackburn | Neighbourhood Centre A A Aeciad] Al ol Fas o
50 | 02/11/96 | Dewsbury | Town Hall a[o0(l agenuiell Hlsoll A 2w Yr1S oL
51 | 11/05/97 | Bolton Quebec Hall 2 g9l oflon 3 ¥ IR adst ¢l d!
52 | 15/08/97 | Blackburn | Community Centre ® gau 2al 20l 2udl adn ol U
53 | 24/08/97 | Bolton Community Centre QB adr (FR drél)

54 | 25/12/97 | Blackburn | Library Hall et « L R dl § 9 5372

55 | 20/01/01 | Preston | Guild Hall :i;:&;ﬁ%%ﬂ%ﬂ 1[:;:3[3 w9
56 | 26/08/01 | Blackburn | Museum Hall UBd a1 (3R dzél)

57 | 26/12/01 | Bolton Community Centre sal gl 9 iy elus 1 opiela
58 | 16/02/02 | Blackburn | Community Centre Breofl-il 82 s84 UR W AN Uy
59 | 24/06/03 | London House of Lords st 251l @UaR’ AAe [N
60 | 02/08/03 | Preston Guild Hall Ul a0 (312 drél)

61 | 16/08/03 | Bolton St Philips Hall 21g & Hindld, Rist €11 el

62 | 21/09/03 | Preston Catherine Beckett Hall .U ] ed AAR

63 | 06/12/03 | Preston Catherine Beckett Hall A B St ol vpallell wucdlu

64 | 16/05/04 | Bolton Community Centre UBd a1 (3R drél)

65 | 05/06/04 | Preston Catherine Beckett Hall QB adr (FR drél)
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The Ego weighs so heavily on our head;
How are we going to get to the other side;
With this burden on our head?

This song of mine and this Ghazal is also an expression of Love (Love which is
the generating force of all activities and the antidote for all human

troubles);

It is something that can only be read, understood and interpreted with Love.

How can I sing her praises and in her praise what can I say?
Never ending it'll be even if I were to sing it night and day!
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This girl is so puffed up she doesn't care for anyone;
As if in the whole town like her there is nonel

Once in her dream someone lifted her up in the air she found:

She doesn't ever since put her foot on the ground.

A sad reflection of our times it is that a child is not a child any more;

And the fairy of the grandfather's tale is no longer a fairy delicate and pure!

=T

=




©

<o>m<o> <o>m<o>

<o>m<o>

<o>m<o>m<o>

<o>m<o>m<o>m<o> <oﬂ<o>§

ANASIR $eH 251l 1 ...

1934 2eldl dLrpasiz ‘Ariter” 2epaial-dl dsudl dpeudl
AUSASIR 430’ o aridl uded Bies, 4.5, AlHseL 4y i
Azl Biesdl didg Herioll orul el 20 Yl dxsl sisadl
[FRauel Aal ool ©. [Bredul gudl ¢in 24 A&l %
e [Astanl Pres’d el AlEuel © 2 ddl HRs o o
sl el Mlld A ugs wl@edl. 4.b. vid A3l
YU dlodld 2 UEAM A’ Uudllls v el
‘Aayl” WIS Yo Auled sAl HiA AHA SL00 A 6.
AUBRASIR, WoASIR i 215 AR ARASIR 2lal ‘sed” S5l
AUl A AR Yol Hid-dl A%2 Ao 2 v dsdl
58230 dHA 20 dsdl 2L sl 244 vl @l 2w el
¢l
ol Aded P, 3.3,

219182 200y

o <o>)<>(<o>)(>(<o>x>(<o>)@(<o>)@(<o>)@(<o>)<>(<o>)<>(<o> ¥

40%‘0%‘0%‘0» 40%‘0»

40%40» 40%40» 40%40»

40%‘0»

et O

AT
10



=l A ==

[0 58% 2511, deen

£9015U 2, GHIOL HIAA 241 Uil Al
HiAdl dl € AL A AHAg, el

dle sl dle A 214 L ofleg s9
M odd UH AG Sld ealg el
Sd-Sel IRAL dRAUEH] YY) 9dl
1-idR sl A8l 31 o{log el

s-Yas [Freolletz vor aixfl dl ol
ALHSIRS VL 68 UeL Het dl dald Al

ool uwtL Alag] ol 2l vl ol
LRIl SR HAMD % Sslg, el

dld HIZA SRl eld Av) ¢ ‘sew’
AL{ldl 2L €9 5 agd UG el

True that we have read books and books;
On numerous subjects under the sun;

And although it may be beneficial in a way;
We are unable to read the mind!

We're quick to point our finger at others;
If in them a fault we find;

But how strange that we cannot peep;
Into our own mind!
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How happy I feel, how delighted I am, as I fix my gaze at the seven skies;
The first stage of the final destination, now I see unfolding before my eyes.

O my soul! You know quite well, we've enjoyed this life so much up to now;

But now it's time o taste the joy of dying, and say the world goodbye.
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It's not really you who you see in the mirror everyday;

Break it because your mirror is a deceiver in a way;
Look carefully at your own reflection and know your real self.

All your life you've been mindful of the whole world,
Enough of that, O my soul!
Now be mindful of your own self and try to know thyself.
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Peep into yourself and see, how crowded it is inside;
It's more crowded inside, than crowded it is outsidel

Who says you are on your own and who said it's quiet therein;

The house you think is empty is more crowded than you can imagine!

The shallow lake of your mind, look how crowded it has become!
With the incessant jumping of the multi-coloured fishes inside!

We kept tossing and turning with pain all our life;
But no one ever cared to knock at our door;
Suddenly how crowded the courtyard has become;
Now that we've breathed our last and are no more!
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Suffering from asthma, he can hardly walk;
Look at the difference between now and then;
Our Hasan was once a very healthy man!

The world is armed with rockets and bombs;
We are fighting our war with blood and bones;
We have nothing in our hands but gravel and stones!
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We're good at always finding faults, we're not refined, we're still very rough;
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The pilao rice at a wedding is not well cooked and the sweet rice is not sweet enough!

Even at the local mosque, we don't behave well as we should do;
And even when on pilgrimage, we will not control our rage!
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An 3gLISH Poem

0 Abdul Aziz Zumla, Blackburn
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When my darling I met you

T lost my heart and soul o you
You have baby lit my fire
With your passion and desire

From your eyes meeting mine
T have drunk a heavenly wine
You have left me in a state
Truly in a drunken state

When you whispered "I love you"
Darling all my dreams came true
Having made my dreams come true
Always hold me close to you

Let your pain be my pain

Let my joys be your gain

Let me bless you if I may

With fragrant flowers night and
day

Let your heart beat my heart
Let my heart beat your heart
Eternally, eternally

Oh my darling eternally
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o Ayub Ismail Zumla, Manchester
Web

Sitting on the sounds of endurance,
Pondering towards unseen thoughts,

T unravel a promising inclination,

That thwarts all imagination,
Rewarding my unseen desires,

That for so long deserted my passions.

Searching for long lost pathways,

I wandered aimlessly under constant illusions,
Trying to untangle the web of causation,
That for so long tied my aspirations,

Until the entanglement rewarded me,

With the fulfilment of my passions!
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This poem has reached the semi-finals of the
International Library of Poetry (USA) competition.
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Gujarati Writers Guild UK Achievement Awards

Guild Secretary, A. Kamal Patel (left), presenting a lifetime achievement award to
Blackburn Councillor Imtiaz Patel for promoting Gujarati language and literature

Chairman of Lancashire County Council, Vali Patel (standing), making his acceptance
speech after receiving a lifetime achievement award for services to the community



Conference, Exhibition and Gujarati Mushaira
Saturday 28 August 2004 - Bolton Muslim Girls School

Programme

10:30 am Registration, Tea / Coffee and exhibition viewing
11:00 am Conference
1:30 pm Vote of thanks
1:35 pm Lunch for Poets and Guests
2:30 pm Tea / Coffee and exhibition viewing
3:00 pm Poets Corner - all poets and guests get together for a discussion
and expression of ideas:
¢ If our youngsters can learn French or German as a second
language, why can 't they learn Gujarati?
¢ Is it ahopeless task to save the Gyjarati language here in
Britain?

o If yes: why?

e If no: what should we the poets and writers do, in co-
operation with the Guyjarati community in general, to
create interest, enthusiasm and love for the Gyjarati
language amongst our second and third generations?

4:00 pm Break and exhibition viewing

5:00 pm Doors open to the public for the Mushaira
5:30 pm  Mushaira

9:00 pm Dinner for Poets and Guests

Event supported by Mohamed Munshi of Chorley and:
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